Brief Communication 569 that is usually non-argyrophilic [7]. Rosettes are inconsistent in this tumor. In man, the germinoma or atypical pineal teratoma accounts for over 50% of the neoplasms of the pineal region. These tumors are composed of two distinct cell types: large polygonal cells with pale cytoplasm and central vesicular nuclei, and groups of small lymphocyte-like cells usually in the connective tissue stroma. The larger cells are negative for silver impregnation and do not resemble neuroglial elements [6].
Congenital Dermal Hemangioendothelioma in Two Foals

E. A. SARTIN and T. G. HODGE
There have been reports of cutaneous papillomas in equine fetuses [4] and a foal [5] , a subcutaneous melanoma in a newborn foal [3] , and a subcutaneous lymphangioma in a colt arranged capillaries within the dermis, and adjacent normal dermis. Note normal endothelium of adjacent venule. [9] . A congenital vascular harmartoma of the ovary was reported recently in a 2-day-old quarter horse [6] . Benign and malignant hemangioendotheliomas occasionally have been reported in adult horses [ I , 8, 10, 1 I], but no reports of congenital dermal hemangioendothelioma of the horse could be found. This paper describes two foals which were seen in one year.
Case I , a seven-week-old male standardbred foal, was presented with a history of an enlarged right front fetlock-pastern area since birth. There had been no lameness until the skin overlying the enlargement became ulcerated. infected, and frequently bled. N o radiographic abnormalities were found. A skin biopsy of the site was histologically compatible with hemangioendothelioma. Due to the continued ulceration and bleeding of the mass, and poor prognosis for its entire removal, the foal was euthanatized.
Grossly, there was extensive edema of the entire right foreleg. An irregular, elevated, partially alopecic soft tissue mass ( I 3 X 10 X 4 cm) which primarily involved the caudomedial aspect of the right front fetlock and pastern, extended anteriorly and laterally over the pastern ( fig. I ). There were multifocal ulcers (0.3 to 1.2 cm) and roughening of the surface with diffuse papilliferous projections and irregularly bulging 2-mm red foci. The underlying dermal tissue was thickened, soft, white-tan, and contained scattered Ito 2-mm red foci. The subcutaneous tissues of the entire right foreleg were edematous, and draining lymphatics were dilated with yellow serous fluid containing flecks of fibrin.
Case 2, was presented as a biopsy from a ten-month-old Trakehner colt which had an irregular, raised, 4 X 3 X 1-cm mass on its left front fetlock. The mass had been present since birth and removal was attempted when the colt was one month old. The mass, however, regrew and was removed again at the time of the biopsy.
Samples of masses from foals 1 and 2 were fixed in formalin, embedded in paraffin, and sections were stained with hematoxylin and eosin. Both cases were histologically similar with the exception of multifocal ulcers in foal 1. The epidermis was hyperplastic and covered by a hyperkeratotic scale. The upper dermis contained a mild neutrophilic infiltrate. The superficial and, to a lesser degree, the deep dermis was replaced by discrete lobules of closely packed, haphazardly arranged vascular structures with minimal intervening stroma. Vascular structures usually contained red blood cells and were lined by flattened cells with a plump oval nucleus and low mitotic activity (fig. 2) .
The presence of red blood cells within vascular structures of the biopsy specimen of foal 1 was rare. Initially, there was concern that this lesion may be a lymphangioendothelioma rather than a hemangioendothelioma. Deeper sections from the biopsy block revealed numerous red blood cells within the vascular structures.
The cells composing the mass in these two foals were immature endothelial cells with plump nuclei bulging into the capillary lumen. Therefore, neither mass had the typical mature appearance that would support its classification as a hamartoma [2, 71. A diagnosis of congenital dermal capillary hemangioendothelioma was made for both foals on the basis of history, gross, and microscopic findings.
